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Stephanie Rhoades,  

Conductor & Artistic Director  

What makes Christmas special to me?  
�&�K�U�L�V�W�����E�X�W���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�D�W���L�V�Q�¶�W���D�V��
important to my faith as the 
Easter story. And while the 
Incarnation may be the rea-
son for the season, what 
makes Christmas special to 
me is the music that accom-
panies it. And bringing mu-
sic into the lives of others is 
my favorite gift to give. 

I look forward to planning 
concerts, programs, and wor-
ship services.  I love thinking 
about how certain songs will 
be meaningful to a group of 
people and how to take a 
familiar song and make it 
fresh. For me, one of the 
highlights of the season is 
taking a group caroling to 
shut-ins, nursing homes, or 
hospitals. It is an inexpen-
sive gift that leaves everyone 
richer. Another highlight for 
me the past eight years is 

planning the Concert Bells 
of Fort Worth Christmas 
�V�H�D�V�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���W�K�H�P�H���L�V��
�³�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���5�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���´���:�H��
all have memories and tradi-
tions that make this time of 
year especially meaningful. It 
may be certain foods, the 
way we decorate our home, 
or places we go. And while 
Christmas is special to indi-
viduals in personal and 
unique ways we often have 
memories of Christmas that 
others identify with. We will 
explore these traditions and 
memories through music 
and readings. Come reflect 
with us on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14 in Lewisville, or Mon-
day, December 20 in Roa-
noke. Take a break from the 
stress and shopping and let 
us share the gift of music 
with you! 

When we think of Christ-
mas, we usually think of 
presents, food, and Santa.  
One year I received a record 
player; another year, an Atari 
video game console. Those 
�Z�H�U�H���J�U�H�D�W�����E�X�W���W�K�D�W���G�L�G�Q�¶�W��
make it Christmas. I remem-
ber the great meals my 
grandma made and the beau-
tiful hunter green dress she 
sewed for me. But that did-
�Q�¶�W���P�D�N�H���L�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V�����,���U�H��
member the first time I lay 
awake on Christmas Eve 
questioning the existence of 
Santa Claus�²deciding that it 
was better to believe and 
enjoy the ritual than be dis-
�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�����%�X�W���W�K�D�W���G�L�G�Q�¶�W��
make it Christmas either.  
As a Christian I might be 
inclined to say that what 
makes Christmas special is 
celebrating the birth of 

Carol Lynn Mizell shares memories of Christmas 1985 
honored place in our back 
yard for burial. Then we 
headed for the Santa Serenade 
bus and shared the music of 
Christmas throughout the 
Denton community: rest 
homes / Christmas parties / 
families / neighborhoods. I 
found strength and inspira-
tion in the faces of those per-
sons that we played for as they 
sang along with the DCB. At 
�W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�¶�V���P�X�V�L��
cal pilgrimage, I shared with 
the Band the earlier events of 
�W�K�H���0�L�]�H�O�O���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���G�D�\�����,���D�O�V�R��
shared some happy news:  on 
Saturday morning, we would 
pick up a couple of two-
month-old Siamese kittens! 

(Bob and I knew what a sad 
time Christmas would be 
without Scheherazade, and as 

I looked in the want ads for 
�6�L�D�P�H�V�H���N�L�W�W�H�Q�V�����K�H���V�D�L�G�����³�,�V��
this the way it will be when I 
�D�P���R�Q���P�\���Z�D�\���R�X�W�"�´���,���V�D�L�G����
�³�5�H�O�D�[�����,���K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W���V�H�H�Q���D�Q�\��
thing that looks good in the 
husband replacement section 
�D�O�O���Z�H�H�N���´�� 

As we drove back home on 
Saturday morning, the smiles 
on the faces of two little girls 
in the back seat, each with a 
kitten on her lap, told us that 
the timing of having Dmitri 
and Princess join our family at 
this time was a wise decision. 

In the midst of the cold win-
ter �± a dormant season �± we 
have the coming of the Christ 
Child. The presence of new 
life gives hope and joy, even if 
it comes in the form of sweet 
kittens! 

It was Christmas-1985, and 
our beloved Scheherazade, the 
Siamese cat who had lived 
with us since the first day we 
moved into our house (13 
years before), was old and ill. 
The dreaded time had come 
when Scheherazade needed to 
be put out of her misery. It 
was Friday before Christmas, 
and the Denton Community 
�%�D�Q�G�¶�V Santa Serenades 
(Christmas Caroling �± Band 
style) were fully booked for 
the evening. We arranged 
with our vet to go to his office 
�W�R���V�D�\���³�J�R�R�G-�E�\�H�´���W�R���6�F�K�H��
herazade after Michelle (6th 
grade) and Jennifer 
(Kindergarten) got out of 
school. 

We said our farewells, and 
then took Scheherazade to an 

Carol Lynn Mizell  

Jennifer & Scheherazade  


